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Why Redwood ? 

“The name Redwood was chosen very carefully by Kids First Group. The Redwood Tree 
is the tallest and one of the strongest trees in the world. For Redwood tree to be the 
tallest in the world, it requires to have very strong roots and a very strong foundation 
to grow as such and to be able to stand against all weather conditions and all kinds of 
storms.  

This is Redwood Montessori Nursery’s commitment to its Children. A very solid 
foundation in the most important years of a Human beings life, to allow them to grow 
big in all aspects of life and defeat all kinds of storms they face to remain victorious. 

Redwood Montessori falls under the Umbrella of Kids First Group. All nurseries under 
Kids First Group abide by the same values and philosophy”. 

Kamil Najjar 

CEO Kids First Group 

Vision   

All children are competent learners and we aspire to create a stimulating learning 
environment for every child to climb their own learning mountain as high as they 
want. 

Philosophy 

We believe that each child is unique and when nurtured, encouraged and supported, 
can undertake age appropriate challenges and pursue national curiosity. 

Approach 

Our qualified and experienced childhood educators aim to create rich and 
meaningful early learning experiences for your child through the Montessori 
inspired Early Years Foundation Stage Framework. We will support your child to 
develop independence, confidence, self-esteem and a love of learning. 

All Kids First Group Nursery children are encouraged to play hard, work hard and 
make the most of every opportunity open to them. This way, they achieve their full 
potential through the best possible guidance and practice. 

Following under the direction of Kids First Group, we at Redwood Montessori aim to 
provide a nurturing Montessori Community dedicated to educating the whole child, 
heart, mind and body. 
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Building Structure 

Redwood prides itself on paying attention to all areas of the nursery, which include 
the structure of the nursery itself. The nursery has been specifically designed using 
the Feng Shui model by a Feng Shui master.  Feng shui is based on the idea that the 
land is alive and filled with positive energy through providing a balance in any given 
space.  
 
Materials 
 
All materials purchased for the nursery have been selectively and carefully chosen. 
Materials are natural and man made. Continuing with the Feng shui method and 
staying connected to the earth, we ensure that the materials are a further extension 
of spreading positive energy. 
 

What is Montessori ? 

Maria Montessori was born in Italy in 1870 and died in Holland in 1952, after a 
lifetime devoted to the study of child development.  

Montessori was a true pioneer. The first woman to qualify in Italy as a doctor of 
medicine, she became increasingly interested in the needs of children. By 1900 she 
was Professor of Pedagogy at the University of Rome.  

Montessori saw that children learn best by performing and that happy self-
motivated learners form positive images of themselves as confident, successful 
people.  She created specially designed resources to foster independence and a love 
for learning from an early age. 
 
The Montessori approach is holistic and aims to develop the whole child. 
Fundamental to the approach is the belief that a child's early years from birth to six 
are the period when they have the greatest capacity to learn. 
 
The Montessori method is world recognised for its love towards the child while 
providing a child with the emotional, social and cognitive skills.  
 
Our Montessori curriculum shapes an individualised programme for each child 
according to his/ her own interest, learning style and natural pace. Our children 
learn that Redwood Montessori Nursery is the place where they are safe, secure and 
most of all happy! 

Sensitive periods 
 
Sensitive periods in a child's life are like windows of opportunities where a child 
gets to learn different skills. 
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Montessori saw in her observations of children that certain sensitive periods occur; 
these sensitive periods are related to certain elements in the environment to which 
children are irresistibly drawn. As they acquire the skill or characteristic, their 
sensitivity for it decreases and another sensitivity increases. 

All sensitive periods are related in that each provides a foundation for the next. 
Together, the sensitive periods help children to make sense out of what they and the 
work around them are all about. 

Some examples of sensitive periods in each child's development are: order, 
refinement of the senses, language acquisition, walking and movement, small 
objects and involvement in social life. 

Role of the Directress 

Montessori believed that the role of a Montessori educator is different than that of a 
traditional teacher. She chose to refer to the educators as a “Directress”.  

The directress is a guide or facilitator whose task is to support the young child in 
his/her process of self-development. 

The role of a Montessori directress is that of an observer, unobtrusively yet carefully 
monitoring each child’s development, recognizing and interpreting each child’s 
needs.  

Her goal is to intervene less and less as the child develops.  

The directress creates an atmosphere of calm, order and joy in the classroom and is 
there to help and encourage the children in all their efforts, allowing them to 
develop self-confidence and inner discipline.  

With the younger students at each level, the directress is more active, 
demonstrating the use of materials and presenting activities based on an 
assessment of the child's requirements.  She is precise, clear and enticing in her 
manner of presenting materials. 

Knowing how to observe constructively and when, and how much, to intervene, is 
one of the most important talents of the Montessori directress.  

Finally, one of the most important attributes of a Montessori directress is that of 
love and respect she holds for each child as a person of this time, place and 
environment. 

 
“Our care of the child should be governed, not by the desire to make 
him learn things, but by the endeavor always to keep burning within 
him that light which is called intelligence.”  
― Maria Montessori 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/34106.Maria_Montessori
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Montessori Classroom and Areas of Learning 

Montessori classrooms provide a prepared environment where children are free to 
respond to their natural tendency to work. The children's innate passion for 
learning is encouraged by giving them opportunities to engage in spontaneous, 
purposeful activities with the guidance of a trained adult. Through their work, the 
children develop concentration and joyful self-discipline. Within a framework of 
order, the children progress at their own pace and rhythm, according to their 
individual capabilities. 

The Montessori methods focuses on 5 key areas of learning: practical life, sensorial, 
language, Numeracy & Arithmetic & Culture. 
 
Practical Life 

Practical Life exercises instill care for themselves, for others, and for the 
environment. The activities include many of the tasks children see as part of the 
daily life in their home pouring, doing the dishes, arranging flowers, etc. Elements of 
human conviviality are introduced with the exercises of grace and courtesy. 
Through these and other activities, children develop muscular coordination, 
enabling movement and the exploration of their surroundings.  
 
Sensorial 

Sensorial Materials are tools for development. Children build cognitive efficacy, and 
learn to order and classify impressions. They do this by touching, seeing, smelling, 
tasting, listening, and exploring the physical properties of their environment 
through the mediation of specially designed materials.  
 
Language 

Language is vital to human existence. The Montessori environment provides rich 
and precise language. Through verbal, visual and aided materials children begin to 
grasp language skills with ease and enjoyment.  

Numeracy & Arithmetic 
 
Mathematics in the Montessori environment is a specialized sensorial experience. It 
is, in a sense, an extension of the sensorial area. Like in the Sensorial area, all of the 
mathematical apparatus are materialized abstractions. Through sensorial 
manipulation, children begin to perceive size, quantity, sequence and patterns. 
Children are provided with materials that give strong and exact impressions of these 
qualities in order for their mind to develop a strong foundation for integrating 
mathematical concepts. 
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Culture 
  
Geography, History, Biology, Botany, Zoology, Art and Music are presented as 
extensions of the sensorial and language activities. Children learn about other 
cultures past and present, and this allows their innate respect and love for their 
environment to flourish, creating a sense of solidarity with the global human family 
and its habitat. 

The Montessori Day 
 
Infant community  

At this age there will be a focus on heuristic play to support the child’s sensory 
development. Infants have an innate urge to satisfy their curiosity. They start with 
feeling objects and manipulating them in different ways in order to see cause and 
effect. They have a natural desire to gather, fill and empty, stack and transfer items. 

Our infant program is designed to satisfy these needs and also prepare the child for 
the Montessori proramme. Additionally, staff at Redwood will be committed to 
providing the infant with the same routine that is established at home. This will 
further help the child feel settled and content with his/her new environment. 

Playgoup  

During this stage, the Montessori method is being introduced through simple 
practical life exercises & encouraging independence in the environment. At this 
stage there is a focus on sensory play and language activities. In addition, children 
will continue to also engage in age appropriate group activities which include arts 
and crafts, messy play and songs. 

Junior and Senior Pre-school 
 
At Redwood, each child develops at his or her own pace in the prepared Montessori 
environment which consists of all the key areas of Montessori method; practical life, 
sensorial, language, numeracy and arithmetic and culture. Children are encouraged 
to challenge themselves and do their best every day. Children work individually, or 
in a group setting during their daily work cycle.  
 
Activities cover all aspects of child development, intellectual, physical and social. 
Each activity is complete in itself, and activities are inter-related. We provide the 
children with achievable challenges throughout their time at the nursery, so that 
self-esteem is nurtured and they are encouraged to even greater exploration and 
learning. 
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Alongside we also provide additional means of continuous group provision through 
the use of theme related activities, Piazza, mini-kitchen, gym, music and the splash 
park. 
 
Children in the afternoon care programme will continue to have access to all of 
Redwood activities and enrichment programmes. 
 
Extra Curricular Activities 
 
As part of Redwood’s commitment in building a community based environment and 
continuing a long-term relationship between the parents, additional enrichment 
programmes have been designed to cater to children and adults. Some of these 
activities include; diddy dance and ballet. 
 
The enrichment programme runs after school from 1 – 1.30 pm. The programmes 
are offered to children between the ages of  2 to 4 years of age, 4 to 8 years of age 
and adults.  
 
Please request for a termly schedule for the enrichment programme from the 
administration. 
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Areas of Montessori Programme 

Montessori Areas of Learning and development 

Junior & Senior Pre-School: Practical Life; Sensorial; Language; Numeracy & 
Arithmetic & Cultural 

Playgroup: Practical Life & Sensorial 

All Rooms: Infant, Playgroup, Junior & Senior Pre-School 

Creative Zone 

Water 
Sand 
Music 
Painting area 
Craft design and Technology 
 
Active Zone 
Home Corner/ Role Play 
Multi-Sensory 
Construction/small world 
 
Quiet Zone 
Snack 
Computer 
Library 

Mini-Kitchen: All age groups. Children participate in regular cooking activities and 
role-play activities. 

Outdoors: All age groups. Mini-city, Mushrooms (picnics, tummy time), Football, 
Splash park, Arachaeology area and organic plantation 

Gym: All age groups. Full range of equipment available to support gross motor 
development, spatial awareness, balance and coordination. 

Music Room: All age groups. Weekly music classes take place to help support your 
child’s introduction to music and musical instruments.   

Projection wall/floor: The children will have access to full range of interactive 
floor and wall activites which supports their awareness and knowledge of ICT. 

Reggio Inspired Art: Children will have access to an enriching art programme with 
comprehensive art and craft materials and organic plantation. 
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“Within the child lies the fate of the future.” 
― Maria Montessori 

 

 

Staff at Redwood Montessori Nursery 

CEO – Mr. Kamil Najjar 

Deputy Director – Ms. Geraldine Hill  

geraldine.hill@theredwoodnursery.com 

Nursery Manager – Ms. Asima Bhatti 

asima.bhatti@theredwoodnursery.com 

Nurse – Ms. Nicky Smith 

nicky.smith@theredwoodnursery.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daily Routines 

Arrival – 7:30 – 8 am 

Departure  -1 pm 

Extended hours – 1 – 5 pm 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/34106.Maria_Montessori
mailto:nicky.smith@theredwoodnursery.com
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Each classroom will have a specialised daily routine displayed for parents and 
carers. The daily routine consists of allocated times during which your child will be 
engaged in the Montessori Work cycle, Mini-Kitchen, Gym, Piazza, Heuristic 
Play/Messy Play, lunch, snack, story time and music. 

Parents/carers will be required to bring their child directly his/her respective 
classroom in the morning. Kindly refrain from sending your child’s items in a trolley 
bag.  

Please knock at the door and wait for a member of staff to answer the door and 
invite your child into the environment.   
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Check List: 

 

Sun hat, labeled with your child’s name to wear outdoors.    

Please ensure your child comes to school wearing sun protection.  

An extra change of clothing (labeled) that will remain in your child’s 
drawer.  

Diapers 

Diaper rash cream (sudocream)  

Wipes (if your child is not toilet trained) 

Lunch (labeled with child’s name) in a cool box with an ice pack  

Label ‘snack’ and ‘lunch’ separately on the containers  

Labeled medication (Epi-pen) if required 

 

 

Attendance and Punctuality 

Children who come to the nursery for 2, 3 or 4 days should ensure that they bring 
their child on the chosen days. The nursery will not be able to accommodate your 
child if he/she is bought on any other day due to strict guidelines to maintain ratios. 

As part of the Montessori Ideology preparation for adult life, we ask that parents 
bring their child to Nursery on time. Building a routine for your child that enforces 
the importance of time management helps him/her set a solid foundation on the 
importance of punctuality. 

Attendance and late arrivals are logged and monitored by administrative staff.  

Attendance registers are marked upon arrival and departure. The register is 
collected by Administration and absent children will be called by our nurse. 

Drop off & Pick up 

Your child will be released to a designated adult mentioned in the application form.  

In the event that your child will be collected by another party, we will require a 
phone call or email and photo identification will be photo copied and kept in your 
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child’s records.  

Also, we require the parent to call the school before hand and notify the 
administration of any changes in pickups and drop offs. 

Late Collection 

Please adhere to your child’s pick up time.  

In the event that you may be late in picking up your child, we request you to notify 
the administration as soon as possible. 

Late pick-ups will incur an additional fee as per School fee structure. To maintain 
health and safety please ensure you collect your child promptly.  Two staff members 
will remain with your child until he/she is picked up from the Piazza area.  

Sick 

In the event that your child is ill, please notify the school administration/nurse. In 
the unlikely event that your child may have an infectious disease (i.e. chicken pox) 
please notify the school nurse who will confirm the nursery exclusion times.  

If your child develops a fever, they will be kept separate from the other children and 
made comfortable until they are collected. The nurse will call to inform you of your 
child’s illness and that they need collecting as soon as possible, she will also obtain 
verbal consent to administer paediatric paracetamol if you wish. 

Exclusion period for a fever is 24 hours after your child has returned to their  
normal temperature without the aid of any medication. Exclusion period for 
vomiting and diarrhoea is 48 hours after their last episode. 

A doctor’s note may be requested in cases of infectious diseases (i.e. conjunctivitis, 
chicken pox) 
 

Serious accident or illness 
 
In the case of a serious accident or illness occurring, the parent/carer will be 
contacted immediately and the appropriate action taken. In the unlikely event of the 
parent not being contactable a senior staff member/Nurse will assume charge and if 
necessary take the child to hospital along with all relevant details. 
 
The hospitals within the vicinity with an ACCIDENT & EMERGENCY ROOM  are 
AL NOOR HOSPITAL on AIRPORT ROAD, ABU DHABI or AL MAFRAQ HOSPITAL, 
ABU DHABI. The choice of hospital is at the Police Paramedics discretion unless 
parents are in attendance and express a preference. 
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A full list of the nursery exclusion periods for illness are available on request. 

Individual Care Plan 

Upon registration, parents are provided with an individual profile and care plan to 
be completed. This plan outlines, your child’s likes/dislikes, daily routine at home, 
first language and questions related to personal and emotional development, 
independence and enjoyment and curiosity. 

A detailed plan will further help your child transition into his/her new setting with 
the least amount of resistance. 

Please ensure that the Individual Care Plan has been completed and been provided 
to the administration.  A copy will be made and given to the respective teachers.   

Settling in policy 

Our aim is to settle your child into the nursery with as much ease as possible. In 
order to help transition your child, we ask that parents work together with the 
teachers.  

A positive experience into settling in will help your child make an easier and happier 
transition into the nursery.  

Please review the attached settling-in policy before your child’s first day. 

Key Person 

Each child will be allocated a Key Person. The role of a Key Person is to be a support 
for the child’s emotional regulation by being available for that child. The Key Person 
will help your child meet his/her attachment needs through helping him/her 
become familiar with the class setting and new environment. A Key Person is 
important at times of separation and reunion between the child and its primary 
caregiver. They develop a genuine bond with the child and offer a settled and close 
relationship by offering predictable, consistent and reliable care and behaviour.  

Communication 

Redwood Montessori Nursery aspires on building a community basis where the 
primary goal is to provide the best care for the students. We welcome an open 
communication between all members of staff and parents. If you have any concern 
regarding your child, please contact the appropriate member of our team.  

Communication books are allocated for infants and those children going on a bus.  
Upon agreement with your teacher, you may choose to use this method of 
communication additional to emails, newsletters and handovers. These books will 
notify parents on how their child is doing during his/her time at Redwood 
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Montessori Nursery.  

In addition, monthly newsletters are published and available via e-mail, on the 
Redwood website, facebook, notice boards and at the front desk.  

The newsletter outlines major events and activities that have taken place during the 
month along with future events taking place.  The newsletter is another form of 
communication which allows the parent to stay connected with all the events taking 
place at Redwood. 

Additionally, Redwood Montessori Nursery can be accessed on Facebook. Daily 
updates, educational tips and feedback is provided alongside with children’s 
pictures and activities they are engaged in.  

Respect to all members of the Nursery 

Redwood Montessori Nursery promotes responsibility, respect and civility in a safe 

learning and teaching environment. A positive nursery climate exists when all 

members of the nursery community feel safe, comfortable and accepted. All 

students, parents, teacher and staff members have the right to be safe and feel safe 

in the nursery.  

Any discriminatory behavior (verbal/physical/emotional) either to or by a 
parent/carer will be dealt with immediately pointing out to the person concerned 
that this behavior will not be accepted. Bullying and/harassment in any form will 
not be tolerated by the nursery and we are committed to addressing inappropriate 
behaviour and promote early intervention and support.  
 

Observation  

Redwood Montessori Nursery is equipped with CCTV cameras throughout the 
nursery. 

CCTV cameras have been installed for the purpose of management and security of 
the child. We are committed to providing parents with the comfort of security and 
safety for their child. 

Parents are invited to use the parent lounge and book an appointment (max. 30 
minutes) to observe their child in his/her environment. These appointments can be 
made with the administration.  

Lunch/Snacks 

We are a nut-free nursery.  

Please ensure that your child has healthy snacks and lunch for his/her time at the 



[14] 
 

Nursery. Lunch must be provided in a cool box with an ice pack. Please ensure lunch 
does not require re-heating.  

In the case that your child may bring chocolate, we will remove it from his/her 
lunch box and place it back at end of the day.  

Inserted in each communication book is a list of preferred items for snack and lunch. 

Birthday Celebrations 

Parents who wish to celebrate their child’s birthday may bring a birthday cake for 
the class to share, along with paper plates and utensils. We ask parents bring the 
cake after the children have had their lunch.  

Please ensure the cake is nut free.  An ingredient list of the baked good is 
strongly recommended. 

Please coordinate the event with your child’s teacher. 

Parent/teacher conference and reports 

We believe in keeping parents involved and updated on their child’s success 
throughout the year. Thus we provide several opportunities for parents to meet 
with the teachers and be involved with their child’s learning growth at Redwood 
Montessori Nursery.  

Parent-teacher interviews are conducted twice a year and report cards are sent out 
twice a year.  Prior to the interviews, each classroom will have a sign up sheet for 
interviews and allotted times and day.  

Site Security 

There will be a security guard at the entrance of the Nursery for additional safety of 
the premises and the children. He will also assist in ensuring parents/drivers park 
in designated parking bays.  

Entry into the Nursery is controlled by access cards provided to each parent. Please 
ensure to close the door securely behind you. We ask that you do not keep the door 
open for another parent entering into the nursery. 

We strongly ask that parent/carer must use the access card even if the door to 
the school is left open by another parent/carer.  

Any other visitors to the nursery are asked to sign the visitor book.  

Please Sign and return the attached Visual Media Consent Form. 

 



[15] 
 

Parking  

We ask parents or drivers to please park in designated parking spots.  

Please refrain from parking in reserved parking bays for the School bus and 
Emergency Vehicles.  

Fire-Drill Evacuation 

Fire drills are conducted every month throughout the Calendar year. All staff and 
students will follow proper evacuation procedure during the fire drills.   

Children will be reassured about the procedure and regular fire drills will aid the 
child in becoming familiar with the routine.  

Safety and Hygiene 

Child safety is of greatest importance at Redwood.  

The total number of children are posted in each classroom notice boards during the 
start and end of every day.  

Head counts are regularly conducted in each classroom when children are 
transitioning into the different areas of the nursery. During the transition, there is a 
staff member in the front of the line, followed by one in the middle and the end to 
ensure children stay together. 

Children are accompanied in all areas of the nursery, including the bathroom and 
change rooms.  All bathrooms are equipped with changing stations with safety belts. 

Outdoor changing rooms are equipped with nonslip rubber flooring. 

Materials are non-toxic and hazard free. We ensure to provide age appropriate 
materials to safeguard children from choking hazards. 

Children with allergies have an Allergy Alert card displayed in their respective 
classrooms providing a description of the allergy, reactions and emergency contact 
number. 

Child size handrails are installed to further assist the children moving up and down 
the stairs and guided by practitioners. 

Children must wear appropriate foot wear at all times. Preferably closed shoes are 
requested in order to prevent accidents while playing outside. 

In addition to an onsite nurse, we have designated first aid practitioners and first 
aid boxes fixed in each classroom.  
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Your child will also receive an annual onsite medical check conducted by a certified 
nurse with a general practitioner available on call during operational hours. 

As mentioned earlier children will only be released to the parent unless otherwise 
notified.  

Hygiene 

We at Redwood attain to provide the highest standards of hygiene throughout the 
nursery.  

Hand washing charts are placed at all hand washing stations.  

Cleaning cloths are color coded for different areas of the nursery.  

Regular deep cleaning and risk assessments in each classroom are conducted by our 
staff. 

Materials are sanitized and cleaned on a daily basis.  

In the event that your child may have an accident or require diaper changing, our 
staff is required to wear gloves and ensure area is clean before and after us of the 
changing table. 

Jewellry 

Parents are requested to refrain from having children wear hoop earings, chains, 
and expensive jewellry when attending the nursery.  These items are considered a 
safety concern for the children whilst engaging in activities in the nursery. 

 

Calendar and Orientation Day 

Attached is the school calendar for September 2014 – June 2015.  The Calendar 
provides an outline for the year inclusive of holidays, events and special days (i.e. 
welcome party).  

Please be aware that National and religious holidays are announced by the 
government. Thus, these closures will only be available close to the time of the 
event. We will ensure to provide notice via all display boards, e-mails and on the 
nursery website.  www.theredwoodnursery.com  

Parents and children are invited to attend an Orientation Day hosted before the 
start of the school year. It is an opportunity for parents to meet with the teachers 
and for the children to become familiar with their peers and environment. It is 
highly recommended that parents bring their child on this day in order to help with 
the settling in period. 

http://www.theredwoodnursery.com/
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Camps 
 
Redwood ensures to provide as much ease for parents throughout the year, 
inclusive of school holidays. Thus, Redwood Nursery is open for Summer and Spring 
camps during the holiday period.  
 
These camps are enriched with themed activities and engage the child in various 
enrichment programmes such as Reggio inspired camp, arts and crafts, baking, 
sports and language enrichment. 
 
Extended hours are also available during the camp sessions. 
 
Parent Participation 
 
At Redwood Montessori Nursery we believe that the parent is the first and foremost 
educator in his/her child’s life. Parents are the prime educators until the child 
attends an early years setting or starts school and they remain a major influence on 
their children’s learning throughout nursery and beyond.  

The nursery and parents both have crucial roles to play. We believe a child’s growth 
potential is a result of parent and teacher partnership. 

Redwood Montessori Nursery provides ample opportunities for parent involvement 
and workshops.  
 
Throughout the calendar year, we will be hosting various workshops to further 
educate parents/cares about the Montessori philosophy and education on child 
development.  
 
Furthermore, Redwood Montessori Nursery continues to involve parents through 
themed events (i.e. mother’s day concerts), newsletters, e-mails and an open 
communication between you and your child’s teachers through the use of 
communication books and meetings.  
 

 

" Our aim is not merely to make the child understand, and still less to 
force him to memorize, but so to touch his imagination as to enthuse him 
to his innermost core. " Maria Montessori 
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Redwood Montessori Nursery   

Settling In Policy 

Statement of intent 

1. At Redwood Montessori Nursery we want children to feel safe, stimulated and 

happy in the setting and to feel secure and comfortable with staff. We also want 

parents/carers to have confidence in both their child's well being and their own role as 

active partners with the nursery. 

Aim 

2. We aim to make the setting a welcoming place where children settle quickly and 

easily because consideration has been given to the individual needs and circumstances of 

children and their families. 

Methods 

3. Children cannot play or learn successfully if they are anxious and unhappy. Our 

settling -in procedures aim to assist parents to help their child to feel comfortable in the 

nursery, to benefit from what it has to offer, to be happy to stay with their key person and 

to be confident that their parents will return at the end of the session. We do not believe 

that leaving a child to cry will help them to settle any quicker; their distress will prevent 

them from learning and gaining the best from setting.  It can also be disruptive and can 

contribute to triggering similar distress in other children who would otherwise be settled.    

4. At Redwood Montessori Nursery, we use the following methods to better 

integrate and induct the younger children into the setting: 

a. Before a child starts attending the nursery, we use a variety of ways to 

provide his/her parents/carers with information. These include written information 

(including our prospectus), policies, and individual meetings with parents. 

b. During the month before the child starts we provide opportunities for the 

child and his/her parents/carer to visit the nursery. We encourage both parent and 

child to attend our orientation day that is held before the start of the Academic 

year.  

c. We allocate a key person to each child and his/her family before he/she 

starts to attend; the key person welcomes, gets to know and looks after the child 

and his/her parents/carer at the child's first session and during the settling-in 

process. 

d. When a child starts attending the setting, we explain the process of 

settling-in with his/her parents/carer and jointly decide on the best way to help the 
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child to settle into the nursery. New children will be invited to attend the nursery 

for 2 hour sessions for the first week of term. Returning children will also attend 

nursery for 2 hours for the first few days and resume to their normal schedule 

thereafter.  

e. We have an expectation that the parent, carer or close relative, will stay 

with their child in the setting during these settling in periods.  Children are 

encouraged to bring any special comforters, which may help them settle more 

easily, i.e. soft toy, dummy, muslin. 

f. Depending on how freely the child moves around the room and if they 

have shown acceptance of their key person, the parent or carer may then, with the 

child’s knowledge, leave the room for a short period of time.  

g. We encourage the parent/carer to leave their child after approximately 10 

minutes if they feel their child is ready. In the event that your child may not be 

prepared to separate from you, we suggest you remain in the environment for an 

hour and leave with him/her and return the next day. If you have left your child 

and he/she becomes extremely unsettled we will ask you to return to the setting, 

calm him/her down and make sure that your child leaves on a positive note.  

h. We also may suggest you slowly increase your child’s time at the nursery, 

if he shows signs of anxiety. These periods of time can gradually increase as and 

when the child’s confidence grows until eventually the child stays in Nursery for 

a full day1. 

i. Parents/carers must be prepared to accept that it may take some time for 

their child to adjust to the nursery, but very few children fail to settle eventually. 

We find that parents staying with their child and then leaving him/her for short 

periods, eases the separation process. Please remember, the more your child 

comes and experiences the activities on offer and sees you interacting with the 

staff, the more settled he/she will feel. 

j. Younger children typically take longer to settle, as will children who have 

not previously spent time away from home. Children who have had a period of 

absence may also need their parent/carer to be on hand to re-settle them.   

k. We judge a child to be settled when they have formed a relationship with 

their key person and settled in the environment. For example, the child looks for 

the key person when he/she arrives, goes to them for comfort, and seems pleased 

to be with them. The child is also familiar with where things are and is pleased to 

see other children and participate in activities. 

                                                        
1 It is only when the child is happy and secure in the Nursery routine and also in the 

knowledge that their parent/carer will leave and return that their stay in Nursery can be 

lengthened. 
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l. When parents leave, we ask them to say goodbye to their child and explain 

that they will be coming back, and when.  We strongly advise parents not to leave 

their children on their own until at least their second visit.  The nursery has a 

parent room available where parents can watch their child on the Nursery’s 

webcam whilst their child is in the classroom. 

m. We reserve the right not to accept a child into the setting without a parent 

or carer if the child routinely and continually finds it distressing to be left. This is 

especially the case with very young children. Settling of such children will take 

time and the support and assistance parents and carers can give to the Redwood 

Montessori Nursery staff will be instrumental in making the process as rapid and 

stress free for the child as possible.  
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FALL TERM (September 2014 – December 2014) 

Sunday - Tuesday, August 31st to September 2nd, 2014 INSET - Teacher Training 

Wednesday, September 3rd, 2014 First Day of Fall Term  

Thursday, September 25th, 2014 Crazy Hair/ Hat Day 

Sunday-Tuesday, October 5th to 7th, 2014 Eid Al Adha*/ Nursery closed 

Sunday-Monday, October 26th & 27th, 2014 Islamic New Year*/ Nursery closed 

Thursday, October 30th, 2014 Halloween Party 

Thursday, November 13th, 2014 Teddy Bear’s Picnic 

Monday, December 1st,  2014 UAE National Day Celebration 

Sunday-Monday, November 16th – 17th 2014 
2:30 PM- 4:00 PM 

Parent- Teacher Conference 

Tuesday-Wednesday, December 2nd  ς 3rd  2014 UAE National Day/ Nursery closed 

Sunday- Thursday, December 14th – 18th 2014 Festive Concerts + Santa Days 

Thursday, December 18th, 2014 Last Day of Fall Term 

WINTER TERM (January-March 2015) 

Sunday, January 4th, 2015 INSET - Teacher Training 

Monday, January 5th, 2015 First day of Winter Term 

Sunday- Thursday, January 18th  - 22nd  2015 Sports Days 

Tuesday-Thursday, February 17th-19th, 2015  Winter Break/ Nursery closed 

Sunday- Thursday, March 22nd – 26th, 2015 Spring Bunny 
 

Thursday, March 26th, 2015 Last Day of Winter Term 

SPRING CAMP  (March 29th-April 9th) 

SPRING TERM (April-June 2015) 

Sunday, April 12th, 2015  INSET - Teacher Training  

Monday, April 13th, 2015 First day of Spring Term 

Tuesday- Thursday, April 21st- 23rd, 2015 Photograph 

Wednesday, April 22nd, 2015 Earth Day 

Tuesday, May 5th , 2015 Teacher Appreciation Day 

Wednesday, May 20th,2015 Graduation Photographs 

Sunday-Monday, May 24th & 25th, 2015 Midterm Break/ Nursery closed 

Tuesday- Wednesday, May 26th & 27th, 2015 
2:30 PM- 4:00 PM 

Parent- Teacher Conference 

Thursday, May 28th,2015 International Day 

Wednesday, June 10th,2015 Graduation Party 

Thursday, June 25th, 2015 Last day of Spring Term  

Summer Camp 2015 -Date and Timing TBC 



[22] 
 

 


